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74.01 PURPOSE. The purpose of this chapter is to regulate the operation of electric
scooters and personal transportation devices to enhance the safety of those riding electric
scooters, personal transportation devices and other pedestrians.

74.02 DEFINITIONS. For use in this chapter the following terms are defined:

1. "Electric scooter” means a device weighing less than one hundred pounds that is
equipped with two or three wheels, handlebars, and an electric motor, and which is solely
powered by the rider or by an electric motor capable of propelling the device without
additional propulsion supplied by the rider, at a maximum speed on a paved level surface
of no more than twenty miles per hour, or both.

2. "Multi-use trail” means a paved or unpaved surface, separate from the street, in
the right-of-way at or greater than eight feet (8') in width under the jurisdiction and control
of the state or a local political subdivision thereof for use primarily by bicycles, low-speed
electric bicycles, electric scooters, personal transportation devices, and pedestrians. No
multi-use trail shall be considered as a street or highway.

3. "Other Power-Driven Mobility Device (OPDMD)" means any mobility device
powered by batteries, fuel, or other engines that is used by individuals with mobility
disabilities for the purpose of locomotion, including, electronic personal assistance
mobility devices, or any mobility device designed to operate in areas without defined
pedestrian routes, but that is not a wheelchair or a golf cart.

4. "Personal Transportation Device" means a mobility device under one hundred fifty
pounds, which may be equipped with an electric motor for assistance or sole propulsion,
designed for conveying the operator, with speeds of less than twenty miles per hour, but
excluding a bicycle, low-speed electric bicycle, or electric scooter.



5. "Roadway" means that portion of a highway improved, designed, or ordinarily
used for vehicular travel.

6. "Street" means the entire width between property lines of every way or place of
whatever nature when any part thereof is open to the use of the public, as a matter of right,
for purposes of vehicular traffic.

7. "Sidewalk" means a paved or unpaved surface, separate from the street, in the
right-of-way less than eight feet (8') in width under the jurisdiction and control of the local
political subdivision thereof for use primarily by pedestrians.

74.03 SCOPE OF REGULATIONS. These regulations shall apply whenever an electric
scooter or personal transportation device is operated upon any public street, roadway,
multi-use trail, sidewalk, or path, subject to the exceptions and regulations stated herein.

74.04 TRAFFIC CODE APPLIES. 1. Every person riding an electric scooter or personal
transportation device upon a roadway shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject
to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle by the laws of the State declaring
rules of the road applicable to vehicles or by the Traffic Code of the City applicable to the
driver of a vehicle, except as to those provisions that by their nature can have no
application. This does not apply to the use of an electric scooter or personal transportation
device in a parade authorized by proper permit from local authorities.

2. Electric scooters or personal transportation devices are not subject to registration,
licensure, titling, inspection, and proof of financial liability coverage provisions of Code of
lowa, Chapter 321.

3. Riders of electric scooters or personal transportation devices are not required to have
possession of a driver’s license or permit.

4. Whenever such person dismounts from an electric scooter or personal transportation
device, the person shall be subject to all regulations applicable to pedestrians.

5. No person riding an electric scooter or personal transportation device shall ride so as to
impede the normal and reasonable movement of traffic.

74.05 MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATIONS. 1. Lateral Passing Distance. The driver of a motor
vehicle overtaking a pedestrian, OPDMD, bicycle, electric scooter, or personal
transportation device that is traveling on a roadway or street, shall reduce speed and give
at least three feet of lateral passing distance between the outside of the vehicle and the
pedestrian or rider and device.



2. Opening Doors. No person shall open any door of a motor vehicle located on a roadway
or street without first taking precaution to ensure that this action does not interfere with the
movement of traffic or endanger any other person or vehicle. In addition, no person shall
leave open any door of a motor vehicle located on a roadway for a period of time longer
than necessary to load or unload passengers or cargo.

3. Yield to persons in crosswalks. The driver of a motor vehicle shall yield right-of-way,
slowing down or stopping if need be to so yield to a pedestrian, the rider of an OPDMD, a
person dismounted from a bicycle, electric scooter, or personal transportation device, or a
person mounted on a bicycle, electric scooter, or personal transportation device within any
marked crosswalk or unmarked crosswalk at an intersection.

4. Parking. Drivers of motor vehicles shall not park in a manner to block sidewalks, bicycle
paths or multi-use trails.

74.06 OPERATION OF ELECTRIC SCOOTERS. The operator of an electric scooter or
personal transportation device shall comply with the following restrictions as to where
electric scooters and personal transportation devices may be operated within the City.

1. Prohibited Travel Routes. Electric Scooters and personal transportation shall not be
operated upon prohibited travel routes consisting of the following:

A. The Business District

B. Maple Street

C. County Road B58

D. Ireton Cemetery
2. Exceptions. Electric scooters and personal transportation devices may be operated on
prohibited streets under the following circumstances.

A. Direct Crossing. Electric scooters and personal transportation devices may make

a direct crossing of a prohibited travel route provided all of the following occur:

(1) The crossing is made at an angle of approximately ninety degrees (90°) to the
direction of the street and at a place where no obstruction prevents a quick and safe
crossing;

(2) The electric scooter or personal transportation device is brought to a complete
stop before crossing the street;

(3) The rider yields the right-of-way to all on-coming traffic which constitutes an
immediate hazard; and ’

(4) In crossing a divided street, the crossing is made only at an intersection of such
street with another street.



74.07 DOUBLE RIDING RESTRICTED. No electric scooter or personal transportation
device shall be used to carry more than one person at one time.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 321.236 [10])

74.08 TWO ABREAST LIMIT. Persons riding an electric scooter or personal transportation
device upon a roadway shall not ride more than two (2) abreast except on paths or multi-
use trails. All electric scooters or personal transportation devices ridden on the roadway
shall be kept to the right and shall be operated as near as practicable to the right-hand
edge of the roadway.

74.09 BICYCLE PATHS. Whenever a usable path for bicycles or pedestrians has been
provided adjacent to a roadway, the rider of an electric scooter or personal transportation
device shall use such path and shall not use the roadway.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 321.236 [10])

74.10 SPEED. No person shall operate an electric scooter or personal transportation
device at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under the conditions than
existing at the point of operation, taking into account the surroundings and environment,
such as inclement weather, infrastructure conditions, and grade.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 321.236 [10])

74.11 EMERGING FROM ALLEY OR DRIVEWAY. The operator of an electric scooter or
personal transportation device emerging from an alley, driveway or building shall, upon
approaching a sidewalk or the sidewalk area extending across any alleyway, yield the right-
of-way to all pedestrians approaching on said sidewalk or sidewalk area, and upon entering
the roadway shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles approaching on said roadway.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 321.236 [10])

74.12 CARRYING ARTICLES. No person operating an electric scooter or personat
transportation device shall carry any package, bundle, article, or item which prevents the
rider from keeping both hands on the handlebars while in motion.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 321.236 [10])

74.13 RIDING ON SIDEWALKS. The following regulations apply to the operation of electric
scooters and personal transportation devices:



1. Business District. No person shall ride an electric scooter or personal transportation
device within the Business District, as defined in Section 60.02(1) of this Code of
Ordinances. ’

(Code of lowa, Sec. 321.236 [10])

2. Other Locations. When signs are erected on any sidewalk or roadway prohibiting the use
of electric scooters or personal transportation devices thereon by any person, no person
shall disobey the signs.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 321.236 [10])

3. Yield Right-of-way. Whenever any person is riding an electric scooter or personal
transportation device upon a sidewalk, such person shall exercise due and proper care at
alltimes and shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian and shall give audible signal
before overtaking and passing.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 321.236 [10])

74.14 TOWING. It is unlawful for any person riding an electric scooter or personal
transportation device to be towed or to tow any bicycle, electric scooter, or personal
transportation device upon the streets of the City.

74.15 IMPROPER RIDING. No person shall ride an electric scooter or personal
transportation device in an irregular or reckless manner such as zigzagging, stunting,
speeding or otherwise so as to disregard the safety of the operator or others.

76.16 PARKING. No person shall park an electric scooter upon a street other than upon the
roadway against the curb or upon the sidewalk in a rack to support the electric scooter or
personal transportation device or against a building or at the curb, in such a manner as to
afford the least obstruction to pedestrian traffic.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 321.236 [10])

76.17 OWNER’S CONSENT REQUIRED FOR USE. It is unlawful for any person to use or
operate any electric scooter or personal transportation device within the City without the
consent of the owner.

76.18 EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS. Every person riding an electric scooter or personal
transportation device shall be responsible for providing and using equipment as provided
herein:

1. Lamps Required. Every electric scooter or personal transportation device when in use
during the hours from sunset to sunrise shall be equipped with a lamp on the front which



shall emit a white light visible from a distance of at least three hundred (300) feet to the
front and with a lamp on the rear exhibiting a red light visible from a distance of 300 feet to
the rear except that a red reflector on the rear, of a type which shall be visible from all
distances from fifty (50) feet to 300 feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful upper
beams of headlamps on a motor vehicle, may be used in lieu of a rear light.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 321.397)

2. Equivalent equipment such as headlamps and red-light attachments to the head, back,
arm, or leg may be used in lieu of a lamp on the front and a red light on the rear of the
device.

3. Brakes Required. Every electric scooter or personal transportation device shall be
equipped with a brake which will enable the operator to make the braked wheel skid on dry,
level, clean pavement.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 321.236[10])

76.19 SPECIAL PENALTY. Any person violating the provisions of this chapter may, in lieu of
a scheduled fine or standard penalty for violations of the Code of Ordinances, the person’s
electric scooter or personal transportation device may be impounded by the City for not
less than five (5) days for the first offense, ten (10) days for a second offense and thirty (30)
days for a third offense. As used in this section, “impound means that the Police Chief or
any officer of the Police Department shall seize the electric scooter or personal
transportation device and hold the same in legal custody for the term required for a
violation of this chapter.
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